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STEPS TO OBTAINING 
A NEW USEF COMPETITION LICENSE

First Steps

   • Are there dates available? Check the USEF calendar.  

   • Understanding mileage required between facilities of 
      licensed competition dates.
      Please read GR314.2 Mileage Charts. 

   • Facility owner – is the facility available the date(s) you 
      would like to hold the event?

   • For licensing information contact the USEF Competition  
      Licensing Department at (859) 258-2472

Fill out application and send to USEF for 
competition date

   • Applications can be found on the USEF website and 
      downloaded from the website.

   • Rules to understand when applying for a competition 
      licensed date USEF General Rules Chapter 3. 

What standards are required for my license? 
        (See the grid on the next page)
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CLICK HERE

CLICK HERE

CLICK HERE

https://www.usef.org/compete/competitions
https://www.usef.org/compete/resources-forms/competition-management/competition-licensing
https://www.usef.org/forms-pubs/_wkXxv2A1WA/gr3-competition-licensing
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HUNTER SECTIONS 
REQUIRED FOR EACH RATING
HU167 Sections Required for “National” Rating.

“A” rated sections must offer an over fence class as a 
handy hunter. Exception Green Pony Hunter, Green 
Hunter 3’0” and 3’3” (See also HU113.8). A handy 
hunter class may be offered in the Young Hunter sec-
tion and Green Hunter 3’0” and 3’3” sections, but is not 
required. BOD 11/13/17 Effective 12/1/17

HU168 Sections Required for “Regional I” Rating.
At least three (3) “B” rated Hunter sections (Green Con-
formation Hunter 3’6’’ or High Performance Conforma-
tion Hunter, Green Hunter, Young Hunter, High Perfor-
mance Working Hunter, Amateur Owner, Junior, Pony, 
or Green Pony Hunter) must be offered. One Children’s 
Hunter or one Adult Amateur Hunter section may be 
substituted for two required “B” sections. Divided sec-
tions count as a single section.

 
HU169 Sections Required for “Regional II” Rating.

At least two (2) “C” rated sections (Green Conformation 
Hunter 3’6’’ or High Performance Conformation Hunter, 
Green Hunter, Young Hunter, High Performance Hunter, 
Amateur Owner Hunter, Junior Hunter, Pony Hunter, or 
Green Pony Hunter, Children’s Hunter, Adult Amateur 
Hunter, or Thoroughbred Hunter) must be offered. 
Divided sections count as a single section. Competitions 
restricted to side saddle may offer a Ladies Hunter Side 
Saddle Section as the only “C” rated Hunter section. 

 
HU161 Scheduling
1. “A” rated Hunter sections may be held and judged 

on one or more days. If held on one day “A” sections 
are  limited to a maximum of four classes per section 
(3 over fences and 1 under saddle). If held on two or 
more days, three to five performance classes must be 
offered (Exception: Pony Hunter and Junior Hunter 
sections).   
 a. At National and Premier rated competitions the 
High Performance Working Hunter section must be 
offered. Exception: competitions restricted to Juniors 
and Amateurs.  
 b.National rated competitions must be held and 
judged over a minimum of three (3) days on the same 
competition grounds. A minimum of ten “A” rated 
hunter sections listed in GR313.6 must be offered. Ad-
ditionally, a minimum of five (5) “A” and/or “C” rated 
hunter sections listed in GR313.6 must be held and 
judged. Ladies Side Saddle does not count towards 
these requirements. A minimum of two performance 
classes from two different “A” rated Hunter sections 
must be scheduled and judged on each of the three 
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days. A minimum of $5,000 in prize money, must be 
paid in the rated Hunter sections of a National compe-
tition. A maximum of $2,000 of Hunter Classic, USHJA 
Pony Hunter Derby, USHJA National Hunter Derby, 
USHJA Green Hunter Incentive, and/or USHJA Green 
Hunter Challenge prize money can be used towards 
calculating the $5,000 of required prize money for a 
National rated competition.  Exception: A minimum 
of $3,000 in prize money, must be paid in the rated 
Hunter sections of a National competition restricted 
to Juniors and/or Amateurs. A maximum of $1,000 of 
Hunter Classic USHJA National Hunter Derby, USHJA 
Green Hunter Incentive, and/or USHJA Green Hunter 
Challenge prize money can be used towards calculat-
ing the $3,000 of required prize money for a National 
rated competition restricted to Juniors and/or Ama-
teurs.  
 c. Premier rated competitions must be held and 
judged over a minimum of five (5) days on the same 
competition grounds. A minimum of fifteen “A” rated 
Hunter sections listed in GR312.6 must be offered. 
Additionally, a minimum of ten “A” and/or “C” rated 
hunter sections listed in GR312.6 must be held and 
judged, a maximum of four which can be “C” rated 
sections. Ladies Side Saddle does not count towards 
these requirements.  A minimum of two performance 
classes from two different “A” rated Hunter sections 
must be scheduled and judged on four of the five 
days. At premier rated competitions, “A” rated Hunter 
sections must be held on two or more days. (Excep-
tion: High Performance Working Hunter, Performance 
Hunter 3’6” and Performance Hunter 3’3”). A mini-
mum of $24,000 in prize money, including add-back 
money if any, must be paid in the rated Hunter sec-
tions of a Premier competition. A maximum of $5,000 
of Hunter Classic, USHJA International Hunter Derby, 
USHJA International Hunter Derby Welcome Stake, 
USHJA Pony Hunter Derby, USHJA National Hunter 
Derby, USHJA Green Hunter Incentive, and/or USHJA 
Green Hunter Challenge prize money can be used to-
wards calculating the $24,000 of prize money, includ-
ing add-back money if any, which must be paid for a 
Premier rated competition. If an add-back is offered, 
the minimum required prize money for that section 
must be guaranteed, and the add-backs must be clear-
ly indicated in the prize list. Exception: If sections are 
canceled or entries are insufficient to award all prize 
money, then additional money not awarded must be 
pooled and redistributed 60% to the champions, and 
40% to the reserve champions of the remaining “A” 
rated hunter sections. 
 d. Rated competitions which restrict entries in the 
rated Hunter sections to juniors and amateurs must 
be held on a minimum of two consecutive non-school 

days within the public school system, at the location 
of the competition, on the same competition grounds. 
A minimum of six “A” rated Hunter sections listed in 
GR 312.6 must be offered. Additionally, a minimum of 
three “A” and/or “C” rated hunter sections listed in GR 
312.6 must be held. Ladies Side Saddle does not count 
towards these requirements.National rated compe-
titions must state their National or Premier rating 
clearly on the cover of the prize list
 e. At Federation licensed Junior/Amateur competi-
tions the only rated Hunter sections that may be held 
are those which are restricted by definition to the par- 
ticipation of juniors and amateurs (example: Junior, 
Amateur, Children’s, Adult and Pony). Exception: Pony 
Hunter Breeding and Hunter Breeding classes.

2. National rated competitions must state their National 
or Premier rating clearly on the cover of the prize list.

3. Competitions cannot offer more than the required 
amount of classes for an “A” or “B” section rating. 
Model classes and Classics do not count toward the 
number of classes required, (Model classes must be 
offered in “A” rated Conformation sections in addi-
tion to the four or five required classes), therefore, 
they can be offered as additional classes. In addition, 
Model and Classics do not count towards the number 
of required classes to meet the rating requirement, 
therefore the prize money offered in Model and/
or Classic classes cannot be used to determine the 
amount of required prize money to calculate the Pre-
mier rating. (Exception: see HU158.1c).

4. No more than three (3) classes in any “A” rated hunter 
section at a National or Premier rated competition 
may be held in one day if the section is held over two 
days. (Exception: Model classes in Green Conforma-
tion Hunter 3’6’’ and High Performance Conformation 
Hunter sections may be held as a fourth class. High 
Performance Working Hunter, Performance Hunter 
3’6” and Performance Hunter 3’3” at National and 
Premier rated competitions and Pony Hunter sections 
at National rated competitions may be held on one 
day.) 
   a.At National and Premier rated competitions, 
classes in recognized sections must be run on con-
secutive days.  
 b.(Exception, hunter classics).

5. At all Regular Competitions, an Under Saddle class 
cannot be the first performance class held in a sec- 
tion. (Exception: Ladies Hunter Side Saddle and un- 
rated sections).

6. A Model class must be offered as the first class in an 
“A” rated Conformation Section. 

7. All Amateur Owner classes should be scheduled in as 
short a period of time as possible. 
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HU162 Cancellations.
“A” or “B” rated sections with four (4) or more entries 
 cannot be canceled.
 
HU163 Prize Money.
1. Prize money offered in the open sections must be 

awarded on an escalating scale related to the height 
of fences.

2. No more than 60% of the prize money in the re-
quired classes for an “A” rated section may be offered 
on any one day when the division is held on two or 
more days, exception: “A” rated sections in which all 
required classes are held on one day. Prize money 
offered in Model classes at “Premier” rated competi-
tion including add-back money, if any, in rated Hunter 
sections does not count toward the minimum prize 
money required for a section’s rating nor is it consid-
ered for purposes of determining 60% to be offered. 

PRIZE LIST REQUIREMENTS
Refer to General Rules Chapter 9. 

COMPETITION OFFICIALS, EMPLOYEES, AND VOLUNTEERS
Refer to General Rules Chapter 12.

USEF HUNTER RULE LINKS

USEF JUMPER RULE LINKS

USEF HUNTER/JUMPER COMPETITIONS LINKS

What if the competition cannot meet the standards due 
to unforeseen circumstances?
• HJ100.6 states “A single competition may receive a 

one time specific exemption by the Federation for 
application of the HJS due to unforeseen and/or 
extenuating circumstances (see ring size exemption 
provision H/J 102). Exemptions are not permanent 
and do not modify the requirement to meet the HJS in 
the future.” For exemption information, contact USEF 
Competition Licensing Department at (859) 258-2472

What if the competition ring does not meet the 
standard(s) requirement?
• HJ102.1(a) states “Beginning 12/01/2011 and ending 

11/30/2016, competitions may apply in writing to the 
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Federation for a “Temporary Waiver” of the HJS size 
requirement of a competition ring, schooling area, 
exercise area and/or lunge area as set forth in the 
Federation HJS. A Temporary Waiver may not exceed a 
five percent (5%) reduction from theHJS. The Tempo-
rary Waiver must be based on facts and circumstances 
that are beyond the control of the competition. Any 
Temporary Waiver request may only be approved 
for the period beginning 12/01/2011 and ending 
11/30/2016. Full compliance with Federation HJS for 
competition rings, schooling areas, exercise areas and 
lunge areas will be required beginning 12/01/2016.”

What if the minimum horse entries are not met for the 
rating I applied for?
• HJ202.7(a) states “For competitions with three or 

more years of operation, a competition License may 
be renewed if they have achieved the HJS Horse Entry 
Number in at least two of the last three years.”  Please 
read all of HJ202 for all rules regarding the Horse Entry 
Number.

CLICK HERE

CLICK HERE

CLICK HERE

CLICK HERE

CLICK HERE

https://www.usef.org/forms-pubs/Qbn3Og5AY8Y/gr9-competition-prize-lists-entries
https://www.usef.org/forms-pubs/Txh5en10Fpk/gr12-competition-officials-employees
https://www.usef.org/forms-pubs/kW5W4HBsXe4/hu-hunter-division
https://www.usef.org/forms-pubs/zDZXGvqBOTk/jp-jumper-division
https://www.usef.org/forms-pubs/n7tEX51ywSo/hj-hunterjumper-competitions
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